
16 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF CANADA. 

helplessness of the colony in a time of real danger. In the settlement was 
formed a Canada party. In Great Britain the renewal of the Company's 
charter upon former lines was found to be impossible. The confedera­
tion of the Canadian provinces showed in what direction lay the solution 
of many difficulties. 

The series of Dominion Acts relating to the West begins with 
" An Act for the temporary government of Rupert's Land and the 
Northwestern Territory when united with Canada," June 22, 1869. 
This Act sought to prepare for the transfer of the Territories from the 
local authorities to the government of Canada. A year later the Mani­
toba Act (33 Vict., C. 3) launched upon its independent constitutional 
career the old District of Assiniboia, now in possession of complete 
self-government. The interval between these Acts had seen the trou­
blous days of the Red River disturbances, and more than one attempt 
to set up a government had been made. The provisional governments 
of the period are due to the failure to appreciate local problems. The 
Lieutenant-Governor in the first days of the province naturally occupied 
a very important position in the administration of affairs. For a short 
time there was a temporary government with two ministers and the 
Legislative Assembly. After this, government was carried on with the 
Legislative Assembly and a Legislative Council, but without a premier. 
At the end of six years the Legislative Council was abolished. Without 
a Legislative Council but with a Premier and a Legislative Assembly 
the province assumed the constitutional form which has endured to 
the present day. 

SASKATCHEWAN AND ALBERTA. 

The landmarks in the growth of provincial 
institutions for Manitoba are the coming of the 
Selkirk colonists, the development of the Council 
of Assiniboia, the passing of the Hudson's Bay 
Company as a governmental body, the enact­
ment of the. Manitoba Act and the abolition 
of the Legislative Council: The chief stages 
in the political development of the Northwest 
Territories (that portion of Rupert's Land and 
the Northwestern Territory not included in the 
province of Manitoba) are indicated by the 
capitals, Fort Garry, Swan River, Battleford 

and Regina. When the Government was at Fort Garry the Territories 
were administered by officials resident in a neighbouring province. 
In Livingstone, Swan River, the' Lieutenant-Governor and councillors 
belonged for the first time to the Territories exclusively. Battleford 
marked the beginnings but only the beginnings of self-government. 
It was reserved to Regina to witness the evolution from the North­
west Council to the Legislative Assembly, from representative to 
responsible government, from territories to provinces. 

The Territories were not at first given a separate government. 


